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Blank ISA Form

Language: You are free to enter the site assessment information in your local language or English.  If you enter your assessment in your local language, we will translate it and paste in English text next to your original text.  
Part I.   Screening Risk Assessment

Site Name:  ________________________________________________

Please select a name that identifies the source of pollution AND the location (city and state).  For example: “John’s Lead Smelter, New York City, New York State.”  If the site is a whole village with many sources or no clear source, please use the village name.  For example: “Bati Village, Thumen Country, Trivoli State.”

Country:  _____________________

Please select the appropriate country. 

Abstract:  
Please enter a 2-4 sentence description of the problem.  Please identify the source, the pollutant and the pathway.  For example: “A leather tannery in the town of Smithville dumped chromium waste behind the facility.  The waste is not protected by walls or covered from rain or wind.  The waste is leaching chromium into the local surface waters and groundwater.”    

ISA Date:  _____________________________

“ISA date” is the date when you conducted your assessment
Estimated Population at Risk:  
Pathway: __________________   Population at Risk: __________________

Pathway: __________________   Population at Risk: __________________

Pathway: __________________   Population at Risk: __________________

This is your estimate of the number of people that could possibly be exposed to this pollution through the pathways you have identified.  

For example, Population At Risk could be:

· the local population in a neighborhood with contaminated soil; or

· the entire population of a city with air quality problems;  or

· the population drinking contaminated groundwater; or

· the population downwind from a point source chimney that emits a pollutant above the standard. 

An approximate estimate of the Population At Risk is OK.  You may round to the nearest thousand. For example, if 750 people are exposed, then round-up to 1,000. Keep in mind that it is not uncommon to have exposed populations in the 10’s of thousands.

Please note that the pathway defines the population. Once a pollutant has been shown to be above the standard, consider how it gets inside of humans. Are people absorbing it by drinking it, breathing the air, inhaling dust, eating food? This pathway will help you ask the right questions and determine the population at risk. 

There are often multiple pathways at a given site. Soil that contains lead (Pb) can contaminate barefoot children through dermal contact, though it can also be inhaled as dust by local community members. Similarly, dust containing arsenic can be inhaled, though it can also migrate to drinking water supplies and be ingested. Multiple pathways must be considered when reviewing a site. The total Population At Risk is therefore the total number of people potentially in contact with all pathways at a site. 

Consider the chart below:
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Note that a single person may come into contact with more than one pathway, though they can only be counted once in the total Population At Risks. The box above illustrates that while multiple pathways can reach the same group, each group can only be counted once.

Finally, remember that you are only expected to estimate Population At Risk to within reasonable range.  Make an educated guess by using your assessment information and tools such as Google Earth to estimate the number of nearby housing units. 

Key Pollutant:  _______________________________
The “Key Pollutant” is the pollutant that is most above the recommended level. 

Significant Test Results: 
Pollutant:____________ Media (soil, water, air, blood): ____________  
Highest Sample Concentration: _______________ Units: _______________

Composite Concentration: _________________  Units: ______________
Recommended Level: 
Please enter the maximum recommended level for the key pollutant and measurement type.  You can find a list of maximum recommended levels at Blacksmith’s website under the “Resources” tab, in the Coordinator Resources section.  Look for the document titled “Recommended Levels…”  You can also use recommended levels from your country’s government.  If you use local recommended levels, please attach a document that shows local recommended levels (for example, a government report).    

Data Source Type: 
Please include a detailed description or citation of your data source.  If you took samples, please describe the sample types, dates, and locations.  Please also upload any data source documents.  
Part II. Physical Description

Location & Site Description:  
Please write at least 4 detailed paragraphs that include: 

1) Location and geographical description of the site (size, topography, distance from town, nearby rivers, lakes, mountains, etc.)

2) Detailed description of the pollution source (for example: is it a factory? Is it abandoned? What did it make? How many people worked there? What kinds of wastes did it produce? Where were they dumped?) 

3) Description of the pathway from the source to people (for example, dust, surface water, agricultural soil, etc.)

4) Description of the population that is affected (for example: Where do they live? Where do they get their drinking water? What kind of houses do they have?  Are their many kids?  Do the kids have direct contact with the pollution?  Are they downwind from the pollution source? Do they pass the source on their way to work/school?)  
This site description should be easy to understand for a non-local and non-expert.  Please also upload a map of the site as an attachment. 

GPS Coordinates:  
Latitude:

Longitude:

To convert degrees to decimals go to: www.fcc.gov/mb/audio/bickel/DDDMMSS-decimal.html  
Other Pollutants: 
1.





2.

3.





4.

5.





6.

List all known pollutants and their sources.  List quantities or concentrations, when possible.  

Active, Legacy, or Both: __________________________

An “active” site is one where the industrial process or facility is open and active.  A “legacy” site is one where the facility or process has ended or is closed.  A “Both” site is one where the facility or process is open and active, but where soil or groundwater pollution exist from years of past industrial activities.  For example, an active facility that is the source of years of heavy metal pollution in soil and sediments is a “both.” 
Likely Transmission Pathway:  
This is a detailed description of the pathway from the pollution source to the population at risk.  Please describe how and where humans come into contact with the pollutant. For example, if your test data shows high concentrations of mercury in commercially important fish, the transmission pathway would be “Consumption of contaminated fish.” If there are multiple pathways, please include them. 
Samples Taken: 
If you took samples, please describe the type of sample, the number of samples, the location of each sample, the date and time that you took the samples.  Please describe the transmission pathway that you took the samples from.  If you sent the samples to a laboratory, please list the name and address of the laboratory as well. 

If test data comes from an outside source like a government report or peer-reviewed study, please cite that report (i.e. author, title, date…) and briefly describe its sampling method and test data. Additionally, upload any previous tests by other credible agencies, and add their test results. Please upload test results from field sampling as soon as they are available.  

Describe credible health impact of pollutant: 
Please describe the health impact of the pollutant and its particular pathway to the population at risk. Anecdotal, peer-reviewed, or media accounts of any health effects on local pollution are accepted. Attach any existing studies (scan and pdf). 

Site Size & Geography: 
Please describe the size of the site in hectares or acres (1 km2 = 100 ha) as well as the geography of the region. Blacksmith’s online database current uses 6 categories of site geography: Vacant land (salvage yard, dumpsite); Land with buildings (industrial site, village/town); Wetlands; River; Lake; and Bay.

Industry Group: 
This section is very important.  Please choose the primary industry that is the source of the pollution. 

Additional notes: 
Any information that does not fall into one of the above categories may be placed here. 
Part IV. Site Stakeholders – Meeting Details 

Please identify all relevant government agencies, non-profit organizations and business that have any authority or interest in the site.  

Part V. Expected Intervention Description

Describe short-term strategy required to initiate site remediation:  
If you have experience in site remediation, please describe the initial steps required to begin remediation.

Initial Intervention Type: 
If you have experience in site remediation, please identify all of the remediation methods that are needed at the site.
Describe expected likely final remediation plan

Note any physical, political, or social barriers to remediation efforts
Who is Local Champion: 
Please provide information about any person, organization or agency that is interested in cleaning up the site and that might be a good partner or advisor for a cleanup project. 

Remediation Activities Carried out to Date: 
Please describe any past cleanup activities (For example: Who designed it? Who was in charge? Did they finish? What was the budget? Why did they stop?)
DO NOT DOUBLE COUNT POPULATIONS


Air: 4,750  (4,000 + 250 + 250 + 250)


Soil: 1,500 (1250 + 250) 


Water: 2,000
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