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The Blacksmith Institute West Africa Regional Coordinator is responsible for contracting and managing Global Inventory Project (GIP) Investigators, overseeing Initial Site Assessments of polluted sites and reporting regional activities to the head office.  
Global Inventory Project

The Global Inventory Project (GIP) is a joint effort by the Blacksmith Institute and UNIDO, and supported by the European Commission, to develop a comprehensive database of polluted places in low- and middle-income countries. Based on the existing Blacksmith database of over 2000 polluted sites and Initial Site Assessment protocol, this project seeks to fortify already catalogued sites and discover other communities impacted by industrial and mining pollutants.

Focused specifically in developing countries and those with economies in transition, the GIP is concerned primarily with identifying sites where pollution may be impacting human health, and conducting a screening health risk assessment that can be used as a starting point for the design of future interventions.  Other information related to the site and its stakeholders is also collected and complied in an on-line database.  

Main Purpose of the Position

Hire, train and manage a team of Investigators in Anglophone and Francophone West African Countries who will generate an inventory of reports detailing pollution problems in each country through field visits, as per the Global Inventory Initial Site Assessment protocol. This position reports to the Head Office

Key Areas of Responsibility

1. Hire, train and manage GIP Investigators in up to 10 West African Countries 

2. Identify and hire a team of Investigators with appropriate skills, experience and local knowledge

3. Assist New York-based Project Managers in organizing regional training sessions for and Investigators to learn the Initial Site Assessment protocols

4. Coordinate Initial Site Assessments with Investigators with respect to locations to be visited, timeframes, goals, logistics, and other issues as required

5. Seek out active participation of government counterparts. 

6. Review sites selected for assessment to ensure that they are appropriate and within the scope of the Global Inventory Project 

7. Record all expenditures in the format approved by Project Managers
8. Prepare monthly reports on GIP activities within the region and submit the reports to the Project Managers in New York. 
9. Review all Initial Site Assessments submitted to the database in the region to ensure their completeness, accuracy, and clarity. 

10. Review older Initial Site Assessments that are not marked “approved” to respond to comments by Project Managers and technical staff.  

11. Represent Blacksmith Institute and the Global Inventory Project appropriately 

Data Review

The West Africa Regional Coordinator is expected to review Initial Site Assessments conducted in the region to ensure that assessments are complete, accurate and clear.  Initial Site Assessments should include:

1. Pollutant types and concentrations from sampling or outside reports;

2. Detailed physical and geographical descriptions of the site, the pollution source, the affected area, and the surrounding community;

3. Information about the pollutant’s pathway to humans, and any reported health effects in the community;

4. Information about the company or facility that is responsible for the pollution;

5. Information about site stakeholders, including government offices, NGOs, and other relevant groups;

6. Photographs showing the source of the pollution, the pathway to people, and the affected community; and

7. Documents containing pollution data, site maps, and other relevant information.
Required Knowledge, Skills and Experience:
· West Africa-based

· Experience managing international projects

· Advanced degree in relevant field preferred 

· Experience conducting environmental research or managing environmental health programs, site assessment activities, or environmental remediation projects

· Advanced knowledge of Environmental Health and accepted protocols for assessment of polluted sites

· Local knowledge of pollution issues in West Africa

· Good network of contacts related to the environment in West Africa

· University degree in relevant area

· Fluency in written and spoken English and French

Interested applicants should send their CV and the contact information for two professional references to Meredith Block at Meredith@blacksmithinstitute.org with “West Africa Regional Coordinator” as the subject line.
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